
 
 
Mrs. MullaneyÕs Messages 
 

The month of September at the Middle Schools 
went smoothly.  Students transitioned into a 
new school year making new friends and 
reconnecting with old ones.  Teachers had an 
opportunity to formally assess student abilities 
and plan challenging lessons.    
 
In October teachers will continue to use 
assessment data to drive curricular decisions 
and set school goals as well as individual 
student goals.  Parents can support these 
school initiatives at home by checking the 
assignment notebook nightly and by providing  
a quiet environment for homework and study.  
Midterm reports wi ll go home on Friday, 
October 12.  Additionally, parents can expect 
to see their student’s ISAT, MAP, and ECRA 
assessment data on November 1.  
 

Parents should also be aware of several 
emergency practice drills that will be conducted 
during October in compliance with state 
mandates and recommendations.  Fire Drills, 
bus evacuation drills, weather related disaster 
drills, and lockdown drills will be conducted with 
the help of the Vernon Hills Police and Fire 
Departments.  These drills are intended to 
prepare students in case of an actual 
emergency situation. Crisis Team Personnel 
plan and review procedures on a regular basis.  
  
The October 4, Early Release Day will feature 
special activities to address students’ social, 
emotional, and academic needs.  The 6th grade 
Outdoor Educati on informati onal parent 
meeti ng for both middle schools will be held on 
October 9 at MSN at 7:00 p.m.  Group 
organizers and camp representatives will be on 
hand to present and answer questions.   
 
This year Snowflake will be held at Oak Grove 
School on Friday, October 12. Snowflake is an 
event that focuses on students making healthy 
choices.  This program brings together middle 
school youth, community professionals, and 
other caring adults to develop a trusting 
relationship and provide a framework of 
understanding of oneself and of others. 
 

 
 
 
Topics to be covered include, self-esteem, 
decision-making, communication, alcohol and 
drugs, relationships, peer pressure and family. 
Participating students will depart from the 
middle schools via bus at 2:15.  
 
We extend our congratulations to Jacob 
McInerney who participated in the Special 
Olympics on Saturday, September 8. It was 
held in Decatur, Illinois. He participated in the 
equestrian competition and received a bronze 
medal. He was thrilled to participate in the 
Olympics.  
 

Thanks to Firefighter Tony and Countryside Fire 
Protection District fire fighter’s for 
demonstrating to the 6th grade science classes 
the importance of being prepared with escape 
plans in case of a fire and the effectiveness of 
sprinkler systems.   
 
Finally, we ask parents to make sure that 
Halloween costumes worn to school are fun  
rather than frightening. We look forward to 
another terrific month! 
 

ParentÕs Corner 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parents and guardians are urged to attend 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, which are 
scheduled for November 19 and 20. Check 
with your student's teacher to schedule your 
time. Hawthorn encourages parent involvement 
all year round. If you have questions or 
concerns at any time, please contact your 
teacher or building principal. All Hawthorn staff 
members have email and voicemail - check to 
see which method works best for your student's 
teacher. 
 

News fr om the MSS Resource Center  
Ways to celebrate books and improve your 
reading ability: 
√ Join The Battle of the Books with 4-10 friends 
and compete over the Rebecca Caudill books 
for 2008. 
√ Vote on which Caudill book you think should 
win for 2008. You only have to read 3 books by 
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February to vote! The past three winners are So 
B. It, Eragon, and Hoot. 
√ Win a Barnes & Noble gift card weekly just for 
reading a book and having it with you when 
Mrs. Spiteri and Mr. Tamasauskas surprise you. 
√ Recommend a “Hawthorn’s Most Wanted 
Book” in the library and you may win a prize! 
√ Join the Lunch Bunch Book Club. The first 
lunch was Oct. 1 during lunch period. Come to 
the library and bring a book you are reading. 
We buy pizza for you! 
 
For Parents and Students 
√ Know your Lexile score (found on your 
MAP/ISAT Assessment) and read books in your 
range to improve your reading skills. The Lexile 
Framework for Reading® is based on decades 
of research and is a scientific way of measuring 
students and books using the same scale. A 
student’s Lexile is the range of books that are 
not too difficult to be frustrating, but difficult 
enough to challenge them as a reader. Reading 
in their range will promote maximum growth. 
We can maximize success and enjoyment of 
reading by knowing the difficulty of a book and 
matching books to the specific ability level of a 
reader. Just go to: http://www.lexile.com (Click 
on “Families” and then “Lexile Book Database”) 
or http://www.lexile.com/findabook/ to find 
books that fit your needs. 
 
Inter national Peace Day  
Friday, September 21 was International Peace 
Day. Students marked this day by writing 
personal pledges on how they can keep peace 
at home or school. These individual pledges 
were displayed in such a way that they created 
the word "Peace" on the cafeteria wall.  
See the Vernon Hills Review article dated 
September 27, 2007. 
 
6th Grade Science Classes 
The 6th grade science classes met with 
Firefighter Tony and the Countryside Fire 
Protection District fire fighter’s and learned 
important fire safety practices for home, school 
and workplaces.  The firefighters reviewed the 
importance of working smoke alarms, having a 
home escape plan in case of a fire and about 
the effectiveness of sprinkler systems. The 6th 
graders learned first hand that it only takes very 
light smoke to activate a smoke alarm; the 

average of 20 seconds. The smoke alarm is 
your early warning of danger. The students also 
witnessed a demonstration of how a sprinkler 
head is activated.  A fire starts and grows in 
size and temperature to 155 degrees 
Fahrenheit within half a minute on average.  
The importance of being prepared with a home 
escape plan, which should include at least two 
exits in each room, a meeting place to account 
for your family members, and calling 911, was 
emphasized by the fire fighters. 
 
Student Counci l 
Middle School South continues their 
community-wide recycling program. Residents 
are invited to continue to bring their aluminum 
cans to the school for recycling. Bundles of 
recycling should be marked to the attention of 
Mr. Siembal.  
 

Great Pumpki n 
Join the Pumpkin decorating competition.  
Wednesday, October 24, 2:30 Ð 4:00, 6th,  
7th, and 8th grade students are invited to be 
creative and original and decorate a pumpkin.  
Permission slips and a $6.00 charge are due no 
later than October 18. Parents must pick up 
students by 4:00 p.m. Decorated pumpkins will 
be put on display Thursday, October 25 and 
Friday, October 26 during lunch periods. 
Students will judge decorated pumpkins by 
placing loose change into jars of the best 
decorated pumpkin. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. place 
prizes will be awarded to the best-decorated 
pumpkins. All profits will help in buying turkeys 
and staples for the canned food drive.  
 

Fall Fest  
Student Council has planned their first group 
activity for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. The activity 
will be held on Friday, October 26 from 6:30 
unti l 9:00. The cost of this night will be $7.00. 
The price includes open gym activities, games, 
human hamster ball races, an inflatable 
obstacle course, music, ice cream and a raffle 
ticket. Additional ice cream, raffle tickets and 
refreshments are available for purchase.  All 
profits will help with buying turkeys and staples 
for the canned food drive. 
 
 
 



Middle South Cross Countr y Team  
Hawthorn Middle South's Cross Country Team 
includes the following runners: Tayler Beird, 
Zack Berman, Maddi Binder, Jay Bowen, 
Sarah Choi, Jordyn Comi tor, Eric 
Doernoefer, Jacob Feece, Tyler Feece, Lexi  
Flake, John Foley, Nick Foley, Jacob 
Hallendorf, Josh Hallendorf, Colleen Hehr, 
Lauren Hernandez, Rachael Kucharz, 
Morgan Lichtenstei n, Ali Marks,  Emma 
McGee, Patr ick Newman, Monica Patel, 
Annie Rumzis, Kyle Schrems, Becca Silbar, 
Paige Smi th, Michael Sprieser , Jacob 
Tancredi, Courtney Umphress  and Nate 
Wells. Coaches are Brandon Todd and Chris 
Humboldt. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
October 5 • Early Release Day 
October 6 • No School 
October 8 • No School 
October 9  • MN and MS Outdoor Education  
   (Parents Only) information Mtg.  
   @ MN Cafeteria – 7:00 p.m. 
October 12  • Snowflake - @ Oak Grove 
October 22 • School Board Mtg. 7:30 p.m. 
October 24 • Great Pumpkin Decorating  
   2:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
October 26 • Fall Fest – 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
November 1 • Early Release Day 
 

 October Calendar 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4 
             Midterm Trimester 1 
6:45         Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00             Newspaper Club – Tele 1 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music Suite 
11:15            Early Dismissal  
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Basketball - Gym 
3:30             Girls’ Basketball at MSN          
4:15             Boys’ Soccer – Matthews @ MSS 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 
No School for Students 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 
9:00             IESA Cross Country Sectionals 
  
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8 
No School – Columbus Day 
  
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 
6:45             Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music Suite 
Extended Homeroom, Yearbook Ordering 
2:15 – 4:15  Historical Miniature Society –  
 Rm 164 
4:00    Boys’ Soccer @ Wauconda  
  Middle School 
7:00 p.m.  Camp Edwards Parent Meeting – 

MSN Cafe             
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 
6:30 – 7:30 Morning Volleyball - Gym 
7:00 Student Council Exec. Brd. Mtg. – Rm. 241 
7:30 Student Council Board Mtg. – Multi. 
4:15  Girls’ Basketball – Wauconda @ HMS 
  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 
6:45          Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music Suite 
10:00  MHS Student Orientation –  
  Resource Center 
2:15 – 3:15 Tech Club - Library             
2:15 – 3:15  Intramural Basketball - Gym 
2:15 – 3:30 Hawthorn Beautification Club –  
 Art Room             
3:30 Girls’ Basketball at Lake Zurich South 
4:00  Boys’ Soccer @ Hawthorn North 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 
             Midterms Go Home 
7:00             Newspaper Club – Tele 1 
8:00 – 2:00 Team 6A Field Trip –  
 Field Museum 
10:45 – 2:00 Math Magic Field Trip –  
 Teams 8A & Team 8B 
2:15 – 3:30  Chess Club – Room 230 
3:30  Fillie Classic Girls’ Basketball 
   “B” Tournament 
3:30 – 10:30 Snowflake @ Oak Grove 
  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 
9:00  Fillie Classic Girls’ Basketball “B” 

Tournament 
9:00  IESA Cross Country  
  State Tournament 
7:00 p.m.  PTO Family Night w/ the  
  Chicago Wolves 
  
 MONDAY, OCTOBER 15 
P.E. Classes  Bus Evacuation Drills 



2:15 – 3:15  Intramural Soccer – HMS P.E. Fields 
2:15 – 3:30  Woodworking Club – Room 138 
3:30  SMSC Boys’ Soccer  Conference 
 Tournament @ Barrington Station  
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16 
6:45 Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music Suite 
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Basketball – Gym 
2:15 – 3:15 Science Club – Rooms 230 & 232 
4:15   Girls’ Basketball – @ 
  Grayslake Middle School 
  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17 
6:30 – 7:30 Morning Volleyball - Gym 
7:00  Student Council Exec. Brd. Mtg. – Rm. 241 
7:30  Student Council Brd. Mtg. – Multi 
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Soccer –  
 HMS P.E. Fields 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 
             End of Rotation 1 
6:45   Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music Suite 
2:15 – 3:15 Tech Club – Library 
2:15 – 3:30 Hawthorn Beautification Club –  
 Art Room             
3:00 – 5:00 Market Day Pick-up - MSN 
4:00   Girls’ Basketball @  
  Matthews Middle School 
  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19 
Beginning of Rotation 2 
Entertainment Books or Checks Due Back to School 
7:00             Newspaper Club – Tele 1             
2:15 – 3:30 Chess Club – Room 230             
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 
             Red Ribbon Week 
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Soccer –  
 HMS P.E. Fields 
2:15 – 3:30  Woodworking Club – Room 138 
4:00  SMSC Girls’ Basketball 

Conference Tournament 
         7th Gr @ Hawthorn North 
         8th Gr @ Lake Zurich South 
7:30 p.m.  Board Meeting  
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 
 Red Ribbon Week 
6:45  Math Team Practice – Room 149 
 

7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal – Music 
Suite 

2:15 – 3:15  Science Club – Rooms 230 & 232 
             

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 
 Red Ribbon Week 
6:30 – 7:30 Morning Volleyball - Gym 
7:00 Student Council Exec. Brd, Mtg. – Rm. 241 
7:30  Student Council Board Mtg – Multi- 
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Soccer – HMS P.E. Fields 
2:15 – 4:15 Historical Miniature Society – 

Rm.164 
2:30 – 4:00 Pumpkin Decorating – MSS 
                         

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 
 Red Ribbon Week 
6:45  Math Team Practice – Room 149 
Extended Homeroom, Final Yearbook Ordering 
7:00 – 7:30  Jazz Band Rehearsal –  
 Music Suite 
2:15 – 3:15 Tech Club – Library 
2:15 – 3:30  Hawthorn Beautification Club –  
 Art Room 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 
 Red Ribbon Week 
7:00     Newspaper Club – Tele 1 
6:30 – 9:00  Student Council Fall Mania - MSS 
             

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29 
2:15 – 3:15 Intramural Soccer – HMS P.E. Fields 
2:15 – 3:30 Woodworking Club – Room 138 
7:00 p.m.     Fall Sports Awards Night 
  
 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30 
6:45             Math Team Practice – Room 149 
7:00 – 7:30 Jazz Band Rehearsal –  
 Music Suite  
7:30 – 12:40 VHHS Choral Festival Practice – 

VHHS 
2:15 – 3:15  Science Club – Rooms 230 & 232 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
6:30 – 7:30 Morning Volleyball - Gym 
7:00             Student Council Exec. Brd. Mtg –
 Room 241 
7:30             Student Council Brd. Mtg. – Multi- 
7:50             6th Gr. Haunted Tails Assembly 
9:00             7th Gr. Haunted Tails Assembly 
10:00            8th Gr. Haunted Tails Assembly 
  
 
  



             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


