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COVID-19 Mitigation Update



LEARNING FOR ALL. EVERY ONE. EVERY DAY.

PEOPLE
We believe an exemplary district develops and engages learners and learning 
leader through purposeful systems and structures. 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES (PLCs )
We believe an exemplary district accelerates learning by implementing 
professional Learning communities system wide. 

POSITIVE CULTURE
We believe an exemplary district creates a culture of learning, enhancing 
stakeholder engagement and satisfaction. 

One District, One Mission



The Results
● Hawthorn School District 73 will be a high performing school district with at least 

90% of PreK-8th grade students scoring proficient or better in both reading and 
math, as measured by district, state, and/or national assessments.

● District 73 will perform in the top 10% of all schools in reading and math for both 
growth and proficiency, as measured by state and local assessments.

● District 73 will close the achievement gap for ALL students in reading and math, as 
measured by state and local assessments, while improving academic performance 
for all students. 

● District 73 will ensure the success of the whole child by providing comprehensive 
approaches and programming, grounded in the belief that each child deserves to 
be healthy, safe, engaged, supported and challenged.



IDPH & ISBE Issued Joint Guidance in June 2022

Current State Guidance



Legal Implications  

School districts do not have the authority to enforce the following 
mandates following the February 17, 2022 Appellate Court 
Decision:

○ Requirement of masking
○ Requirement to quarantantine (for cases outside of COVID-positive)

School districts have never had the legal authority to test (without 
parent consent) or require testing for students for COVID-19.

This impacts the school district’s ability to follow some of the 
guidance as outlined.
   



● Consistent implementation of required mitigation strategies .

● Classrooms and lunch rooms will return to pre-pandemic 
structures. Seating charts will be kept to support contact tracing.

● IDPH and ISBE guidance can change at any time; flexibility will 
continue to be essential.

● Remote learning will be available for students who are in 
isolation or quarantined because of COVID-19.

Key Considerations in Planning Efforts
2022-2023



Current Mitigation Strategies Because of the Pandemic

● PPE supplies, including masks, face shields, hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant, are available to staff members or students who 
request them

● Face masks continue to be required in School Health Offices
● Upgraded filters
● Surface cleaning
● Contact tracing for classroom, bus, lunch room, indoor recess 

and after-school activities

General Mitigation



Remote Learning Guidance  

IDPH & ISBE Joint Guidance June 30, 2022
Schools must continue to provide remote learning to any student who is under isolation or 
quarantine based on the State Superintendent’s Remote Learning Declaration. 
ISBE & IDPH Joint Guidance (updated July 5, 2022)

● Districts must provide remote instruction to any student who is under quarantine or 
excluded from school consistent with guidance or requirements from a local health 
department or the Illinois Department of Public Health. This includes students who are not 
in-person due to the district entering into an adaptive pause after consultation with the local 
health department.
Current Remote Learning Options Under Illinois Law (reissued with June 30, 2022 guidance

● The remote learning requirements are five hours of a combination of instruction and 
schoolwork, with a strong recommendation that districts strive to provide all their students 
with at least 2.5 hours of synchronous learning with real-time instruction and interaction 
between students and their teachers.
Current Remote Learning Options Under Illinois Law (reissued with June 30, 2022 guidance



Remote Learning Eligibility   

Remote learning is provided to students who:

● Test positive for COVID-19
● Demonstrates a COVID-19 symptom (student must be 24-hour 

symptom free without medication to return to school)
● Parent/Guardian elects to keep their child home for 5-10 days 

because of close contact at school or home



Remote Learning Expectations

Participation in remote learning is optional. 

● Students access learning via Zoom and a Learning Management System (LMS) 
so that they may maintain their same teacher(s) and any support services. 

● The  student’s principal or staff designee confirms participation in remote 
learning, shares the Zoom Home Help Guide, and shares the LMS Family Pack 
with parents/guardians.

● The student’s teacher shares the student’s daily schedule and Zoom 
expectations with the student and parents/guardians.

● Each class and support service has a Zoom link to ensure access to real-time 
instruction between the student and teacher(s).

● Guidelines for when to begin remote learning are based on the time of staff 
notification and communicated with parents/guardians if their child is eligible. 

● Students may take screen breaks during transitions and/or at other times, as 
needed.



COVID Family/District Communication  

District-Wide Communication:
● Dashboard will continue to be updated Friday afternoons on a 

weekly basis.

Individual Student Communication:
● Close contact letter will be sent to families of children within 

6 feet of a known positive case during class, lunch, bus, 
indoor recess or after-school activity via email from the school 
office.



SHIELD Testing   

● SHIELD testing will be provided to students with parental consent on file.

● SHIELD testing is grant-funded through a partnership with the University 
of Illinois.

● The SHIELD consent window is currently open until Monday, August 15 at 
4:00 p.m.

● Students will be provided a testing kit to take home. They will test at home 
Wednesday morning and return the sample to school that morning.

● Both vaccinated and unvaccinated students are eligible to participate in 
SHIELD testing. Students will not be permitted to participate in SHIELD 
testing for 90 days following a positive test result.




